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Ode To A Trail Blazer 

KNIGHTLIFE 
 

“It’s a Team Effort When We All Work Together For A Better Cause” 

August 2020                  James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422         Volume 26, #2 

 

T R A I L B L A Z E R S 
MY NAME IS JOHN RAMEY. I WAS THE FIRST GRAND KNIGHT OF 
THE JAMES C. FLETCHER, JR. COUNCIL. THERE HAVE BEEN 25 

TRAILBLAZERS SINCE MY APPOINTMENT. 
CAN YOU MATCH THEIR NAMES TO THEIR PICTURE? 

GRAND KNIGHTS 
 

John Adeleye 

Ikechukwu Agbim 

Fidelis Ajudua 

Michael Akpan 

James Barnes 

Bernard Broadus 

James Brown 

Michael Davenport 

Alan Davis 

Leon Bechet 

James Barnes 

Floyd Duckett 

Anthony Fidelis 

Kermit Gresham 

Reginald Grier 

James Harris 

Vernon Hawkins 

Kenneth Hinton 

John Huntley 

Joseph Marshall 

Thomas Matthews 

Charles Okpah 

Emeka Onwezi 

Cal Thompson 

Carlton Williams 

Michael Younger 

 

See Page #17 For Answers. 
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AUGUST 2020  *  VOLUME 26 *  NUMBER 2 

 

 

F E A T U R E S 

3      Chaplain’s Thoughts 

          “He sells all that he has and buys the field.” 

4   Welcome Back 

            “Rev. Patrick “Pat” Mullan” 

5      Grand Knight Report 

          “I begin this fraternal year with special thanks...” 

6      State Deputy Report 

           “We are one month into the fraternal year.” 

7      Supreme Knight’s Message 

           “I wish you a year filled with the wonders of His Love.” 

8      District Deputy Report 

           “Remember why you became a Knight of Columbus.” 

9      Fraternal Benefits Advisor 

           “Life doesn’t come with training wheels.” 

18     Reflections 

            “The Catholic Church and Me.” 

12  Family Activities 

         Lady Sheila Davis, Supreme. 

11  Faith Activities 

        Archbishop Wilton Gregory 

Miscellaneous 

16   Memorial Wall 

17   Trailblazers 

19   Car Raffle 

20   Smiley Central 

20   Come Pray With Us 

21   Birthdays 

21   Calendar of Events 

21   Council Officers 

21   Newsletter Survey 

10   P R O G R A M S 

13  Life Activities 

        Right to Life.  

14  Leave No Neighbor Behind 

         Food for Families.  

John W. Ramey 
Past Grand Knight 
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WISDOM!  King Solomon asked God for wisdom, 
“Give your servant, therefore, an understanding 
heart to judge your people and to distinguish right 
from wrong.” Through the gift of wisdom. Solomon 
asked to be able to know right from wrong, so that 
he could do God’s will, not his own. 
 

Jesus said to His disciples: “When a person finds a 
pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys it.” What does wisdom have to do 
with Jesus’ parable of the “pearl of great price?” 
To recognize the “pearl of great price” takes wis-
dom. Wisdom leads us to do what is right. Jesus 
gave His Apostles the wisdom to answer His call: 
“Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” In embracing the wisdom to answer Jesus’ 
call, His Apostles were willing to lay down their 
lives, so that others may have life. 
                                            

A martyr’s death is what the Apostles paid for the 
“pearl of great price.” They, like Jesus, were not 
afraid of those who persecuted them and killed their 
bodies, because they could not kill their souls. Jesus 
call others to follow in the footsteps of the Apos-
tles. A priest interviewed for the video “Fishers of 
Men” said, “When I came back to the Lord, that’s 
when I found everything. That is when I found the  

 
 

treasure in the field. And it’s worth selling every-
thing to buy that field, to get that treasure, the 
“pearl of great price,” hidden in that treasure box 
of the priesthood. It’s worth it all.” 
 

Jesus does not call everyone to become a priest, nor 
does He call everyone to die a martyr’s death. How-
ever, He does call each of us, by name, to ask for 
wisdom, to seek holiness in our lives, the field that 
contains the treasure box with the “pearl of great 
price.” That “pearl of great price,” is Jesus Christ. 
 

We cannot pay a price great enough to purchase Je-
sus, because He has already paid the price Himself, 
with His death and resurrection, to purchase life for 
us. He gave all that He has; He laid down His life 
for us. When we are willing to give all that we have 
for Him, when we are willing to lay down our lives 
for our sisters and brothers, Jesus, the “pearl of 
great price,” is ours for the asking. 

Chaplain’s Thoughts. . . 

“He sells all that he has and buys the field.” 

by Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

CHAPLAIN THOUGHTS 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

God of the spirits and of all flesh, 

who have trampled death and annihilated the devil 

and given life to Your world, may You Yourself, 

O Lord, grant to the soul of Your deceased servants  

Matthew J. Koker, rest in a place of light, a verdant 

place, a place of freshness, from where suffering, 

pain and cries are far removed. 
SK Matthew J. Koker 

Oct 6, 1940 - Jul 28, 2020 
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W E L C O M E  *  B A C K 

REV. PATRICK “PAT” MULLAN 

Reverend Patrick “Pat” Mullan first felt called to the priesthood at a very young age, when 
he and his three sisters would “play Mass” at home. Nearly 30 years later, he was ordained to 
the priesthood on June 15, 2017 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception. as a priest for the Archdiocese of Washington. Archbishop Wilton Gregory ordained 
Father Mullan along with nine others.  

Sadly and with joy on the behalf of the St. Joseph parishioners, after his ordination Father Pat 
was assigned as a Parochial Vicar at St. Patrick Church in Rockville, Maryland. It is often said 
that “God moves in mysterious ways”, for after three years, he has been returned to St. Joseph 
Catholic Church on July 8, 2020 to serve as its Parochial Vicar. Welcome Back, Father Pat. 



 

James  C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422                                                   5                                                                                         August 2020 

 
I begin this fraternal year with Special thanks to our new Council Officers and Members of the Executive. Now, 
we are charged with the responsibility and accountability for our leadership in areas pertaining to Faith, Commu-
nity, Family, Life, Membership, to mention but these. In these areas and many more, our directions, co-
ordinations and team efforts can be significantly exemplified. 
 

Yes indeed, we are restrained and challenged by COVID-19; nonetheless, we must continue to function as our 
parish has gradually opened. As you recall, our fraternal year 2020-2021 calendar has engaging programs/
activities which we plan to maintain and hopefully endeavor to complete. I strongly believe we can accomplish 
this, because we have always prevailed in the past and come out in shining colors - this time around, I hope and 
pray will not be the exception! Once again, I encourage all of us to continue to work together as a team just as 

we have always done in the past. Please, we should remember always, that “It takes a team effort to get positive results”.  
 
Besides our K of C meetings that are regularly scheduled during the first and third Thursdays of every month, our strategy is to break 
down events by short and long range. Our approach will be to accomplish these strategies a little bit at a time. For instance, in the short 
range, some major upcoming events to accomplish include Knights Sunday on July 19, 2020; Officers Installation on August 23, 2020; 
and the 5th Sunday Rosary on August 30, 2020 (see table below): 
 
                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Later on, our long range will incorporate: Knights of Columbus Combined Degree meeting on October 15, 2020; Prayer Breakfast on 
October 17, 2020; Halloween Party on October 30, 2020; “Day of Reflection” on November 21, 2020 and Christmas Party on December 
18, 2020. We are very excited to be invited to host the new program called the “Day of Reflection” which comes up on November 21, 
2020 for 150 people. Our council is looking forward to host the Diocesan Archbishop, Bishops and dignitaries from the State of Mary-
land. I know our council members will support these activities as they have done in the past.  
 
The good news is that, already, we are beginning to show accomplishments! We have and continue to assist St. Vincent De Paul Food 
Bank in distributing food during the Saturday drive-through; we have and continue to assist our pastors in church reopening for the 8:00 
and 10:00 A.M. Masses so far; we did send off our former Worthy Associate Chaplain Rev. Fr. Robert P. Boxie, III (Parochial Vicar), and 
have welcomed the new/returning-to-our-parish, Chaplain Fr. Patrick Mullan. We are beginning to conduct our virtual zoom interview for 
our KofC Academic Scholarship. We have begun to exchange jewels and badges for the incoming new officers. We have assisted in hand 
sanitizing, temperature-taking, lector and hospitality ministries… and yet, some may wonder how we do this! Well, I guarantee you that it 
is through team effort and the special Divine Grace of God that we are able to achieve these. Kudos to the KofC Knights and our very 
own KC Ladies Auxiliaries for their incessant support and dedication! 
 
To conclude, the work is not all done but just getting started. We will continue to solicit your involvement in all of our upcoming events. 
Again, allow me to reiterate that, every member is essential to James C. Fletcher Council 11422. Therefore, you should participate in one 
or more activities, especially in Sunday Masses where we always need members to serve in various ministries comprising Hospitality, 
Eucharistic, Lector Ministries. I positively look forward to another rewarding year and as always, remember our devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin where we “…as your Knights, we are constantly observed, our faith judged, and our Order appreciated”. Vivat Jesus!  

GRAND KNIGHT REPORT 

    Sir Knight Peter Methodius-Ngwodo, Grand Knight 

    pmethodius1@gmail.com                                         301-728-7827 



 

James  C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422                                                   6                                                                                         August 2020 

 

Well we are one month into the 
fraternal year and things are 
heating up outside and with the 
Knights. Hopefully by now 
councils have their plan of ac-
tion for the year ahead. With 
the pandemic still in our midst 
we continue to have virtual 
meetings and with churches 
starting to open, you might be 
lucky to meet in person. The 

most important thing is to keep our members safe. 
 

I congratulate the District Deputies and the State Offic-
ers on their installation in July. As council installations 
proceed, we have asked our District Deputies to be 
aware of their council member situations and perform 
their installations either virtual or in person based on 
the council preference. 
 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Supreme Conven-
tion that was to be held in Washington DC has been 
changed to a virtual convention as we did for the State 
of Maryland in May. The convention will be held Au-
gust 4th and 5th. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is important to recruit now because our pastors, par-
ishes and communities need the Knights of Columbus 
now more than ever. The effects of the global pandem-
ic have been many and it is being felt everywhere. In 
our communities. In our parishes. Even among our 
own brother Knights and their families. People need 
help. They need our help. The Knights of Columbus 
will rise to the occasion as we always have. We will do 
that by making sure that every eligible Catholic man is 
invited to join our ranks. If a man is not ready to join a 
council, have them become an on-line member so they 
can get monthly messages from Supreme and when 
ready they can transfer into a council after taking the 
exemplification. 
 

Use the new exemplification to bring men into the Or-
der to teach our principles. You can use the virtual ex-
emplifications provided by Supreme, including the on-
demand version. We also would like to have each dis-
trict have a team and provide one exemplification each 
month. 
 

As Knights we “changes lives and save lives” and lead 
by example. So, remember my motto: “We Are Serv-
ant Leaders”. 
 

Vivat Jesus 
 

 

 

STATE DEPUTY MESSAGE 
Vincent Grauso 

                                      vgrauso@yahoo.com                                                  410-340-5216 
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There have been times in our coun-
try’s past when uninformed or prej-
udiced people questioned whether 
Catholics could be good citizens or 
honest public servants. That’s why 
Father McGivney chose the name 
“Columbus” for our Order — be-
cause the discoverer was the Cath-
olic figure from American history 
most admired and accepted at the 

time. In fact, from our founding in 1882, until the election of 
Brother Knight John F. Kennedy in 1960, many still held 
that Catholics were unfit for public office. Throughout that 
time, the Knights of Columbus worked to counter such prej-
udice. 
 

Sadly, it seems that in some quarters, this prejudice remains. 
First, in 2017 a Notre Dame law professor was deemed unfit 
for a federal judgeship by a United States Senator who 
feared that “the dogma lives loudly within you.” Now, two 
more senators have questioned a Brother Knight’s fitness for 
the federal bench precisely because our Order holds firm to 
the Church’s teachings on the sanctity of life and marriage. 
 

Such attacks on the basis of our Catholic faith are hardly 
new. The Knights of Columbus was formed amid a period of 
anti-Catholic bigotry. We stood against that then, and we do 
so now. We have spoken out against persecution around the 
world for nearly a century. At the same time, here at home 
we stood against the Ku Klux Klan, including its attempts to 
ban Catholic education, and we published books on the 
black and Jewish contributions to American history decades 
before the Civil Rights movement. More recently, we stood 
with the Little Sisters of the Poor in their fight for religious 
liberty and have worked with both the Obama and Trump 
administrations — and both sides of the aisle in Congress — 
to help Christians, Yazidis and Shi’a Muslims targeted for 
genocide by ISIS. 
 

From our very beginning, the Knights of Columbus has been 
an organization adhering to the teachings of the Catholic 
Church. As with the Church, our primary motivation in eve-
rything is Christ’s great commandment, that we love God 
completely and our neighbor as ourselves. 
 

As the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church 
explains, “Jesus Christ reveals to us that ‘God is love’ and 
He teaches us that ‘the fundamental law of human perfec-
tion, and consequently of the transformation of the world, is 
the new commandment of love. 
 

This love impels us to our great charitable endeavors on be-
half of those in need. From inner cities in the United States 
to refugee camps in the Middle East our Order’s donations 
over the last decade — more than one billion dollars and 
hundreds of millions of hours in volunteer work — are the 
result of this faith. 
 

These works of charity have practical impacts that transform 
lives as we help people here at home and around the world. 
Our charity helped typhoon victims in the Philippines re-
build their lives and livelihoods; it brought prosthetics and 

rehabilitation to thousands of Haitian youth after the earth-
quake there; it puts coats on poor, cold children in some of 
our country’s most impoverished neighborhoods each win-
ter; it gives wheelchairs to those who otherwise could not 
afford them in countries like Vietnam and Mexico; and it 
provides education, housing and medical care to AIDS or-
phans in Africa. 
 

This love also motivates us to stand with the Church on the 
important issues of life and marriage, precisely because the 
Church’s teaching reflects and is based on that love. We 
stand with our Church because we believe that what our 
faith teaches is consistent with reason, is timeless and trans-
cends the changing sentiments of any particular time or 
place. 
 

We do not stand alone. 
 

In his first message to our international convention, Pope 
Francis asked “each Knight, and every Council, to bear wit-
ness to the authentic nature of marriage and the family, the 
sanctity and inviolable dignity of human life, and the beauty 
and truth of human sexuality.” 
 

And our positions on life are not new. My two predecessors 
as supreme knight spoke out forcefully to defend the rights 
of the unborn. In 1973, Supreme Knight John McDevitt 
wrote that Roe v. Wade was “a mortal blow to all who con-
sider human life sacred.” He urged the Order “to initiate or 
increase efforts to offset the harmful effects of this lamenta-
ble decision.” 
 

My immediate predecessor, Virgil Dechant, said in 1977: 
“With some 1.2 million unborn babies being killed by abor-
tion each year in the United States alone, we are confronted 
with an outrage against human life paralleled only by the 
ravages of a bloody war.” 
 

Simply put, our positions are now, and have always been, 
Catholic positions. 
 

We must remember that Article VI of the U. S. Constitution 
forbids a religious test for public office, and the First 
Amendment guarantees our free exercise of religion, free-
dom of association and freedom of speech. Any suggestion 
that the Order’s adherence to the beliefs of the Catholic 
Church makes a Brother Knight unfit for public office bla-
tantly violates those constitutional guarantees. 
Let us continue to express our love of God and neighbor by 
helping those in need and by standing with our Church, re-
gardless of the popularity of doing so. Let us remember that 
our “Christian witness is to be considered a fundamental 
obligation.” 

 

Let us also remember that, from our founding, we have em-
bodied the truth that a good Catholic is a good citizen who 
shows civility and dignity even in the face of prejudice. 
 

As we begin 2019, Dorian and I wish you a new year filled 
with the joy and wonders of His love. Thank you as well for 
all the many ways in which you have brought joy into the 
lives of millions around the world. May the inspiration of 
our founder prompt us to greater confidence in that love and 
encourage us to even greater works of charity. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPREME KNIGHT  
Carl A. Anderson 
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Maryland State Council - Knights of Columbus 
District #4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worthy Brothers: 
 
We’re into the second month of our new fraternal year.  New program chairmen have been appointed, there’s ex-
citement in the air, along with anxiety.  Don’t worry you can do it, you have a strong council behind you and a 
good Grand Knight and Past Grand Knights. 
 
Remember, good programs drive strong membership and together that will draw more men to our order.  Recall 
with me what is written in the Gospel of Matthew 5:16, “Let your light shine before men such a way that they may 
see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  With that said if your programs are for the glory of God 
and the good of His Church (the people of God);  that will draw men to our order. 
 
Reminder, to those program chairmen, that are required to complete the Child Protective Seminar.  You only have 
30-days from the time Supreme sends you your code to login and do the course.  After 30-days you will be re-
moved from the position and your Grand Knight and Council will have to start the process all over.  Also, keep in 
mind that if the course is not completed, it will knock out your council from any awards, and your council will not 
be able to run any Youth Activities or program with children.  The course only takes 45-minutes.  So, please com-
ply.  If you need help with the course, please call me. 
 
Remember to share what you have been given and have learned.  Remember why you became a Knight of Colum-
bus and pass that on.  RECRUIT A NEW MEMBER. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 

José Rivera 

DISTRICT DEPUTY REPORT 
Jose  F. Rivera 

                                      jose.rivera@montgomerycountymd.gov                   301-908-7158 

SK Jose F. Rivera 

District Deputy 

SK Harold F. Sanders, Jr. 

District Warden 
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS 

Harold Sims, Fraternal Benefit Advisor 

                                     harold.sims@kofc.org                                        240-701-2415 

Harold Sims 
Your  

Fraternal Benefits Agent 
240-701-2415 

harold.sims@kofc.org 
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I want to thank all brothers who have stepped up to serve in past Masses since the reopening: 
 

Brothers Al Robinson, John Huntley, Alan Davis, Harold Sanders, Harold Countee, Chidubem 
Oparaoji, Peter Methodius, Fidelis Ajudua, Efrain Anderson, Phil Beauboeuf, Emeka Onwezi, 
Kenneth Akumba, Morris, Michael Davenport, Charles Okpah, Steve Joy, Ben Mensah, Godwin 
Ikechukwu, Ike Agbim and Paul Awunor. 
 

Your service has greatly enhanced the reopening and made Masses safer and smoother for all. 
 

Recently, 2 more Masses were added Saturday Vigil Mass and Sunday 12 noon Mass. 
 

                         Saturday 5pm Mass (report time 4.30pm)          Sunday 8am Mass (report time 7.30am) 
 

                         Sunday 10am Mass (report time 9.30am)           Sunday 12noon Mass  (report time 11.30am)   
 

Report time for council members is 30-minutes before start of Mass. All Knights are requested to be dressed in 
Council Uniform, and to bring their own face-mask.  
 

Please consider volunteering and come to the aid of our church at this time for any or all of the Masses above. We 
also need volunteers to assist the Parish Staff in sanitizing the church after each Mass. If you can assist, please 
contact Ike Agbim at (202) 276-7796, or email at iagbim@gmail.com. 
 
 

Council Directors/Committees 
 
In addition to the many Council Officer positions, the council is supported by many volunteers serving as Chair-
man/Directors of several key Council Directorates. I am proud to have serving on the Program Director’s Team 
for this fraternal year the following Brothers: 
 

Activities Directors 
 

                    Faith Director   - Alan Davis                          Community Director - Fidelis Ajudua 

                      Family Director  - Ikechukwu Agbim            Life Director - Michael Udom                            

                      Membership Director  - Emeka Onwezi        Retention Chairman  - Christian Aguocha 
 

Recruitment Committee   
 

                                                                Michael Davenport 

                                                                Joseph Fidelis      

                                                                Ikechukwu Agbim   
                                                                   

                          Health Director                                                   Vocations Director 

                         Chiedozie Ojimba                                                         Stephen Joy 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

Harold M. Countee 

hmcountee@verizon.net                              301-785-0225 
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Archbishop Wilton Gregory visited St. Joseph Church on Sunday, July 5, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fletcher Council members were there to welcome the Archbishop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was the farewell Mass for Fr. Boxie, who was transitioning to serve as the Chaplain at 
Howard University. Council members presented him a gift during the service. 

FAITH ACTIVITIES 

Alan M. Davis, Faith Activities Director 

adavis1960@verizon.net                              301-808-8009 
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FAMILY  ACTIVITIES - FAMILY OF THE MONTH  

Ike Agbim, Family Activities Director 

iagbim@gmail.com                              202-276-7796 

Congratulations go out to Lady Sheila Davis and Family who were recognized and received  the Supreme 
Council’s Knights of Columbus Family of the Month award for the month of January 2020. 
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LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

Michael Udom, Life Activities Director 

 udomick@yahoo.com                    443-226-1285 

Congratulations Are In Order 
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PARISH FOOD PANTRIES IN ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON 
PROVIDING URGENT HELP DURING PANDEMIC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When the Archdiocese of Washington did a recent study of parish food pantries, it found that 67 or nearly one-half of the archdio-
cese’s 139 parishes operated pantries, and during the coronavirus pandemic and resulting economic downturn, that outreach has dou-
bled, with parishes now providing food to an average of 15,000 people weekly. The cost for providing the food assistance to meet that 
growing demand has also doubled, amounting to an estimated $200,000 per month. 
 

The Archdiocese of Washington has launched a Parish Pantry Support Project, an initiative to support the food pantries operated by 
local parishes. The project launched in July has an online giving page, so local Catholics can provide donations to parish food pan-
tries providing frontline help to people impacted by the COVID-19 crisis.  
 

Joe Gillmer, the archdiocese’s executive director of development, said the dramatic rise in demand has been seen in parishes across 
the archdiocese, including at food pantries in the city of Washington and at suburban and rural parishes in Maryland.   
 

“It’s an equal opportunity need across the archdiocese,” Gillmer said, noting the parish food pantries are serving members of their 
own communities, their neighbors, who have fallen on hard times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Continued On The Following Page 

As cars with people seeking food assistance line up in the church parking lot, volunteers get grocery bags ready to distribute 
from the pantry of St. Joseph Parish in Largo, Maryland, on July 2nd. 

Volunteers prepare to distribute food from the pantry of St. Joseph Parish in 
Largo, Maryland on July 2, 2020 

COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES 

Fidelis Ajudua, Community Activities Director 

ajudua32@gmail.com                                                301-283-1985 

https://adw.org/ways-to-give/food-pantries/
https://www.givecentral.org/appeals-form-registration/acp5ef10b3dea415/user/guest
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Continued From The Previous Page 
 

Feeding God’s people  -  Leave No Neighbor Behind 
 

Rhonda Burriss, who coordinates the food pantry at St. Joseph Parish in Largo, Maryland, working with fellow parishioner Pam 
White, remembers the words of relief that a woman told her after driving to receive food from the pantry on a Saturday morning dur-
ing a rainstorm. 
 

The lady told her, “I was praying the whole way here, that you would be here.” 
 

During the COVID-19 pandemic and economic downturn, the number of people seeking food assistance from St. Joseph’s pantry 
has grown from about 10 families per week to an average of 50 families a week. And like other parish food pantries throughout the 
archdiocese, St. Joseph’s pantry faces the challenge of replenishing its stock of food to meet the growing demand for help, or face 
the risk of shutting down that outreach at a critical time. 
 

Pam White noted that the parish’s food pantry is a service of its St. Vincent de Paul Society's ministry, with a mission of “feeding 
God’s people.” The ministry also tries to assist people needing urgent help with utility or rent payments. 
 

In normal times, the pantry’s volunteers would get to know some of the people they were serving, but during the pandemic, strict 
safety measures like wearing face masks and practicing social distancing has made it difficult for them to talk with the people seek-
ing help. 
 

The pandemic has led to many new people coming to the pantry, Burriss said. “For a lot of them, they’ve never used this service 
before.”  
 

White added that some of the people now coming to St. Joseph’s food pantry for help on Saturday mornings have said they are car-
ing for family members with the coronavirus, or that they lost their job and are unable to provide for their family. The parish and its 
pantry are located in Prince George’s County, the county that has had the largest number of COVID-19 cases in the state of Mary-
land. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The food pantry volunteers there typically give people two bags of groceries and a bag of meat products, like frozen chicken, ham 
and fish sticks. 
 

St. Joseph parishioners provide donations of food and monetary support to the pantry, which has had a partnership for the past dec-
ade with the Capital Area Food Bank.  
 

Washington Auxiliary Bishop Roy Campbell Jr., St. Joseph’s pastor, noted that one of the families in the parish donated $15,000 to 
support the food pantry’s outreach, and the pantry has also received donated food from community groups, including a local police 
department. 
 

Burriss said she sees her service at the food pantry as a calling from God. The reward for her, she said, is seeing “just the smile on 
people’s faces, the sense of relief (that) they got food.” 
 

Bishop Campbell said the outreach reflects the Gospel message of “bringing the love of Christ to others.” 
 

“That’s what we’re here for,” he said. “God created all of us. He calls us to love each other, and this is a way we show it, by sharing 
what we have with each other.” 

Wearing face masks and gloves as safety 
precautions against the spread of the coro-
navirus, volunteers from the food bank of 
St. Joseph Parish in Largo, Maryland, par-
ticipate in a July 2 food distribution at the 
parish. 

COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES 

Fidelis Ajudua, Community Activities Director 

ajudua32@gmail.com                                                301-283-1985 
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FLETCHER COUNCIL MEMBERS 
AND  THE 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH  -  MEMORIAL WALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Joseph Catholic Church maintains a beautiful granite Memorial Wall to honor deceased parishioners. It is a 

lovely prayerful environment located on the eastern side of the church.  The Memorial Wall is engraved with the 

names of  hundreds of deceased St. Joseph parishioners, including many deceased members of the James C. Fletch-

er, Jr. Council 11422. It includes the names of  Charter members (Judge William Missouri..., Past Grand Knights 

(SK Kenneth Hinton…) council members (SK Mervyn Chancellor..., council family members, Deacons (SK Leon 

Bechet) and many, many brothers and sisters of St. Joseph parishioners. The photo above highlights some of the en-

graving on the Memorial Wall. You are urged to visit the St. Joseph Catholic Church Memorial Wall, pause, say a 

prayer there  …  and remember. 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
And Lead Me Home. 

 

 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH MEMORIAL WALL 

Vernon Hawkins, Jr.  -  Public Relations 

vhawkinsjr@aol.com                                        301-367-1881 
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“T R A I L B L A Z E R S” 
WELL? HOW DID YOU DO? 

WERE YOU ABLE TO MATCH NAMES WITH FACES? 
BTW, CAL THOMPSON DID NOT MAKE THE LIST. 

YOUR PAST GRAND KNIGHTS ARE SMILING BELOW. 

  Robinson Gary              James Harris          Deacon Leon Bechet         Reginald Grier           James Barnes 

   Carlton Williams          Floyd Duckett           Joseph Marshall    Vernon Hawkins, Jr.      Kenneth Hinton  

     John Adeleye          Michael Davenport          Michael Akpan      Kermit Gresham            James Brown 

  Anthony Fidelis          Charles Okpah                Emeka Onwezi             John Huntley     Thomas Matthews III 

Ikechukwu Agbim              Alan Davis             Bernard Broadus         Michael Younger        Fidelis Ajudua  

John W. Ramey 
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T 
ime is passing quickly as we race toward eternity.  Each of us 
has been created by God, endowed with free will, tasked to 
aid in the fulfillment of earthly Creation, and has the oppor-

tunity to eventually enter the kingdom of God. 

It is not easy to fulfill God’s expectations for us in today’s world.  
We must be in the world to earn a living, to care for our families, to 
aid our neighbor, to bring our Faith into the public square.  Yet, we 
must not be of the world, accepting its materialism as a primary 
value, pursuing success at all costs, becoming inured to the sordid-
ness, blasphemy, vulgarity and hedonism that surround us.  The 
world is alluring.  Even our first parents, who were placed in the 
Garden of Paradise, fell to the wiles of Satan. 

To aid us in our earthly journey, we have been given the Church – 
one, holy, catholic, and apostolic – to help us see more clearly the 
distortions of the world, seek forgiveness for our failings, reorient 
ourselves to our purpose, and focus on the things that matter most. 

But what is the Church?  It is easy to think of it as the structures 
with which we are familiar – be it a grandiose cathedral or the local 
parish building where we attend Mass.  We may think of its hierar-
chical format with the pope, cardinals, bishops and priests.  But it is 
more than buildings and organization.  It is the people in our local 
parish community.  And it is the assembly of All Believers – those 
presently in the world, those who preceded us and are now in heav-
en, and those in purgatory awaiting entrance into the kingdom. 

The Church, in our daily experience, is Our Lord present in the Eu-
charist.  It is Our Lady, St. Joseph, the Apostles, martyrs and saints.  
It is the elderly priest still hearing confessions and the impassioned, 
newly-ordained priest offering Mass, as well as missioners serving 
the poorest of the poor throughout the world.  It is the monks and 
friars, mendicants and preachers, members of religious orders and 
diocesan priests.  It is the religion teacher in a parish school and the 
mother listening to her children recite their evening prayers.  It is 
the early morning weekday Mass and the Pontifical High Mass; the 
Novos Order liturgy and the Traditional Latin service; the candle-lit 
Holy Thursday Procession, Eucharistic Adoration, and the Rosary 
said solemnly for a deceased friend.  It is the sacristan, altar servers, 
lectors, the women who launder the altar cloths, the men who clean 
the church, the children who go to the parish school each morning 
and their parents who sacrifice to pay the tuition.  It is the tabernac-
le, stained glass windows, the sanctuary lamp, the crib at Christmas, 
the statues draped in purple cloth during Lent, the rose vestments on 
Laetare Sunday and the green ones of Ordinary Time.   

It is the couple exchanging vows at their wedding, the baby wailing 
as the baptismal water is poured over its head, the line of penitents 
outside a confessional, the children in their finest clothes receiving 
their First Communion, the hospital chaplain giving last rights to a 
dying man.  It is the uplifting sermon and the doze-producing one, 
the person with a misplaced vocation and one with a true religious 
calling.  It is the brothers, contemplative nuns, sisters in public min-
istry, deacons, and consecrated men and women of every type who 
labor in schools, colleges, hospitals, homes for the aged, orphanages 
and charitable centers, carrying out missions of all types.  It is the 
lay members of the third-orders of religious group, as well as the 
parishioners who serve the Church as members of the sodality, bible 
study group, arimatheans, confraternity, RCIA team, Knights of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Columbus, and the myriad ministerial groups.  All of these voca-
tions, activities, ministries, religious orders, structures, pastoral ap-
proaches and more constitute the Church.  They are available to aid 
you and me on our journey through life. 

In spite of its diversity, the Catholic Church is unified as one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic. 

The Church is one for it is united under its spiritual head, Jesus 
Christ, who came to reconcile all humanity through His Death and 
Resurrection.  There is a single, unchanging deposit of faith found 
in Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition, which has been preserved, 
taught, defended, and handed on by the apostles through their suc-
cessors, and occasionally added to by popes speaking ex cathedra 
under the guidance and protection from error of the Holy Spirit. 

The Church is holy because it is centered on God, established as Our 
Lord’s agent for the sanctification of all Peoples.  Through the min-
istry of the Church and the power of the Holy Spirit, our Lord pours 
forth abundant graces to all who seek and accept them through the 
sacraments, teaching, prayer, worship, and good works. 

The Church is catholic, in that Christ is universally present in the 
Church, which He has commissioned to evangelize the world.  The 
Church is for all times and all people, past, present and future.  We 
here on earth, the Church militant, are united to the Church trium-
phant in heaven and the Church suffering in purgatory. 

The Church is apostolic.  Christ founded the Church and entrusted 
His authority to St. Peter, the apostles and their successors, saying, 
“I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven”.  This authority 
has been handed down through the Sacrament of Holy Orders from 
bishop to bishop, and through them to priests. 

These four attributes or marks define what is termed the universal or 
spiritual church.  It is the assembly of all Believers in all times un-
der the kingship of Christ.  Unfortunately, the members on earth – 
both lay and consecrated -- are imperfect human beings with free 
will and, like our first parents, can fall to the temptations of the 
world.  The earthly, local church to which we belong, though en-
dowed with spiritual gifts, is present in the flawed world.   

Each of us is called to holiness and, by God’s grace, we can attain it.  
If I fall, however, to the seduction of the world, accept its material 
values as supreme, stop practicing my religion or even give up the 
Faith, who will save me?  The pope who leads a flock of 1.2 billion 
people?  The bishop who never heard of me?  My pastor – although 
he among the ordained clergy is most concerned about my salvation 
– who must soon return to the myriad duties of running a parish 
with hundreds and perhaps thousands of souls?  Ultimately, I, and 
only I, am responsible for my salvation.  The Church is here to help 
me, but the path I take whether to heaven or to hell is mine to 
choose. 

 

Vivat Jesus 

Reflections 
Lawrence P. Grayson 

 

                  THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND ME 
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A man wakes up from a coma. His doctor asks him what he re-
members. - All I remember is getting on an elevator with a gor-
geous woman and her husband. She had a beautiful cleavage and 
I couldn't stop staring at it. She then looked at me and told me 
"Can you please press one?".  

* * * 

A vampire bat came flapping in from the night covered in 
fresh blood and parked himself on the ceiling of the cave to 
get some sleep. Pretty soon all the other bats smelled the 
blood and began hassling him about where he got it. He 
told them to bug off and let him get some sleep, but they 
persisted until he finally gave in. “OK, follow me,” he said 
and flew out of the cave with hundreds of bats behind him. 
Down through a valley they went, across a river and into a 
forest of trees. Finally he slowed down and all the other 
bats excitedly milled around him. “Now, do you see that 
tree over there?” he asked. “YES, YES, YES!” the bats all 
screamed in a frenzy. “Good!” said the first bat, “Because I 
didn't!” 

* * * 

A man walking along a road in the countryside comes across a 
shepherd and a huge flock of sheep. He tells to the shepherd: "I 
will bet you 100 $ against one of your sheep that I can tell you 
the exact number in this flock." The shepherd thinks it over; it’s a 
big flock so he takes the bet. "973," says the man. The shepherd 
is astonished, because that is exactly right. Says "OK, I’m a man 
of my word, take an animal." Man picks one up and begins to 
walk away. "Wait," cries the shepherd, "Let me have a chance to 
get even. Double or nothing that I can guess your exact occupa-
tion." Man says sure. "You are an economist for a government 
think tank" says the shepherd. "You are exactly right!" responds 
the man, "but tell me, how did you deduce that?" "Well," says the 
shepherd, "put down the dog and I will tell you."  

* * * 

Four surgeons are comparing the type of patients they consider 
the easiest to operate on. The first surgeon says, "I like to operate 
on electricians, because when you open them up everything is 
color coded." The second surgeon says, "I prefer to operate on 
accountants, because when you open them up everything is num-
bered." The third surgeon says, "I think librarians are the easiest 
to operate on because everything inside them is in alphabetic or-
der." The fourth surgeon says, "I've got you all beat. I like to op-
erate on politicians best. They are by far the easiest because they 
have no guts, no heart, no spine and their head and behind inter-
changeable." 

* * * 

A husband takes his wife dancing. They notice a guy on the 
dance floor living large, break dancing, moon walking, backflips, 
the works. The wife turns to her husband and says, "See that guy? 
25 years ago, he proposed to me and I turned him down." Hus-
band says: "Looks like he's still celebrating!!!"  

* * * 
A young boy is pulling his wagon up a hill when one of the back 
wheels falls off and rolls down the hill. The young boy says, "I'll 
be darned." A local pastor heard him and said, "You should not 
say that. Next time your wheel falls off say, 'Praise the Lord.'" So 
the next day the young boy is pulling his wagon up the hill and 
the wheel falls off and rolls down the hill. The young boy says, 
"Praise the Lord." The wheel stops rolling, turns around, rolls 
back up the hill and puts itself back on the wagon. The young boy 
being very surprised by this exclaims, "I'll be darned!"  

10 
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Maryland State Council Officers 
 

     State Deputy                                           Vincent Grauso 

     McNamara Chapter President               Jeff Koscho 

     District Deputy                                       Jose F. Rivera 

     District Warden                                      Harold F. Sanders, Jr. 

 

James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council Officers 
 

     Chaplain                                      Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

     Associate Chaplain                     Rev. Patrick Mullan 

     Assistant to the Chaplain           Deacon Steven Nash 

     Grand Knight.                            Peter Methodius-Ngwodo 

     Deputy Grand knight                Harold M. Countee 

     Chancellor.                                Stephen A. Joy 

     Warden.                                     John L. Bechet 

     Financial Secretary                    John O. Grier, PFN 

     Recorder.                                  Christopher I. Nwabineli 

     Treasurer                                    Charles N. Okpah, PGK 

     Lecturer.                                   Calvin A. Thompson 

     Advocate                                  Efrain Anderson 

     Trustee 3 year                             Fidelis K. Ajudua, PGK 

     Trustee 2 year.                           Alan M. Davis, PGK 

     Trustee 1 year.                          Bernard J. Broadus, PGK 

     Inside Guard.                             Gilberto V. Neblett 

     Outside Guard.                           Paul Akinwumi 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“SURVEY TIME” 
 

The objective of the Fletcher Council’s Newsletter is to keep our 
council members informed of recent and planned Council/Order 

activities and to put a smile on your face. 
Has it met these goals? 

What say you? 
 

What changes would you recommend? 
What say you? 

 

Do you recommend that the council continues this form 
of communications, the Newsletter? 

What say you? 
 

Email Your Survey Comments To 
Grand Knight 

Peter Methodius-Ngwodo 
pmethodius1@gmail.com 

 

**AUGUST - 2020** 
 
 

 

       01   Damel L. Goddar 

      02      Christian N. Anyikude 

     03      Thomas F. Matthews IV 

  05     Ryan F. Cenac 

  06     Grzegorz Okulewicz 

  06   William N. Tolbert III 

  10     Anthony E. Effiong 

  19  Tse E. Bangarie    

  24     Rupert McCave 

 

“The Joy 

Of An  

August 

Birthday” 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
**AUGUST** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       06   Fletcher Council Virtual Meeting  6:30 P.M.     

  10   Bishop Walsh Assembly Virtual Meeting    

  15   The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary   

  16  Knights Sunday, 10 A.M. Mass 

  19   McNamara Chapter Virtual Meeting 

  20   Fletcher Council Virtual Meeting (Social) 6:30 P.M.     

  23   Council Officers Installation, 1 P.M., St. Joseph Church   

  30   5th Sunday Rosary , 9 A.M., St. Joseph Catholic Church 


